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perhaps, less cornball comedic). The two professionals,
both in their mid-40s, were living in the inner-city Cal-
gary community of Parkhill, in the home where Kate had
raised her kids for 15 years.

They loved the neighbourhood but were bursting at the
seams—until a home came up for sale just two blocks over,
that is. While the new house now measures 5,000 square
feet (2,000 of that in the expansive basement, where three
of the kids’ bedrooms and the rec room are), it took some
creative re-engineering of the space to make it work for
the family. And that's where designer Stephanie Brown
came in.

The couple had some pretty set ideas on what they
wanted to do, says Brown: eliminate one of the staircases
to the basement; move another staircase against the wall
to create more floor space; and add an office, art studio and
sitting room to the second-storey loft, while also moving
the master bedroom there from the main floor. “Now we're
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really talking renovation,” Brown recalls thinking. “This
isn't lipstick and rouge!”

Forthe couple, it was important that everybody had a
space to calltheir own. Part of that was achieved ina very
democratic way—involving each of the kids in the design
of their new bedrooms—Dbut also by creating “refuge
zones,” such as the sitting room in the loft, where their
younger daughter could read while her 17-year-old brother
cranked his music downstairs.

Creating that quiet loft space, however, presented a
unique design challenge in the house. “I just couldn't
imagine walling off the staircase and having a door at the
top,” says Brown. “We'd lose so much light, volume and
openness.”

Taking inspiration from her clients, who had provided
Brown with images of European-style iron windows
with narrow mullions, she came up with the concept fora
glassed-in atrium with a sliding panel. “We weren't going
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“In the kitchen, we
tried to separate work
zones,” says Brown,
“because Kate and some
of her daughters like to
atke. They wanted to
have everything consoli-
dated so that they could
bake without takin
over the entire kiltchen.
And with the amount
of beverages they go
t/zroubg/z, we also put in
a dishwasher drawer
Jjust for glasses.”

to implement iron windows or doors elsewhere for practi- Marbleand Tile. "I knew Kate and Mike would love it if

cal and budgetary reasons—but I thought, here'san oppor- it were in the right setting—if we didn’t over-tradition-

tunity to use that aesthetic, and create the sound barrier alize itand juxtaposed it with this super-contemporary
that you're looking for.” backdrop.”

While the atrium was a one-off feature, echoesof it Asawhole, that contrast—the traditional accenting
resonate throughout the house, from the charcoal paint the contemporary—can be found everywhere: from the

on the inside ofthe windows and doorsto the ironrailings  atrium to the living room fireplace, and from the dining
on the main staircase—and, most notably, inthe stunning  room (with its 10-foot trestle table, featuring a concrete

acid-wash steel backdrop for the fireplace in the living top and weathered-oak base, paired with Louis XVI-style
room. That fireplace surround isanother standout feature  chairs—enough to seat eight) to the kitchen (with leather-
of the house: the mantel is a singular piece that Brown finish Madreperola stone countertops and an eating bar,

picked up on sale from one of her suppliers, Alberta topped with reclaimed wood, that sits beneath a stunning
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BATHING BEAUTY

In the master bathroom,

a free-standing Cheviot
Balmoral tub acts as a
front-row seat for the
forest view outside
(though sheer curtains
add a modicum of privacy
when necessary). A full-
length mirror provides the
backdrop for the Calacatta
marble countertop, twin
Ronbow sinks and a luxuri-
ous custom otttoman.
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antique-brass and crystal chandelier).

“Ithink we called the style ‘elegant French loft'—
although there’s noreal descriptor because it's an eclectic
look that evolved along with the project,” says Kate witha
laugh. Whatever you call it, it is a house clearly designed
forliving. Chiefamong the reno’s accomplishments was
creating a seamless connection between the living and
dining rooms, and between dining room and kitchen. The
kitchen, which had been in the centre of the main floor,
was moved to where the old family room was, to expand
its footprint and make use of an existing skylight.(The
kitchen and dining room essentially trade places.)

“Inthe kitchen, we tried to separate work zones,” says
Brown, "because Kate and some of her daughters like
to bake. They wanted to have everything consolidated
so that they could bake without taking over the entire
kitchen. And with the amount of beverages they go
through, we also put in a secondary sink in the kitchen,
with an instant hot faucet, a filtered water faucetand a
little dishwasher drawer just for glasses.”

5till, the question: with all those teenagersin the
house, there must be the occasional tension—some crying
over spilled milk? Apparently not. “Luckily, all the kids
get along really well,” reports Kate. Unlike that other,
famously querulous bunch. WL
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